Love
“For God So Loved the (children) world, that He sent His only Son, so that who so ever, would believe in Him would be saved and not perish”  John 3:16

We are so very familiar with this verse and can quote it sometimes with out any emotion of feelings attached to it, but IT is the core, center of all that God is and does.  Can we let it stir us to our core?  Can we ask ourselves if we can allow this concept to steer our very lives and decisions?

You see there is nothing closer to the very heart of God than children!  If you do not teach the children of this community then the world will—and when they do, Satan will steal their minds and their hearts will soon follow.  There is NO other nobler than to love, honor and care for a child.  No higher calling than to be called to minister to children.  Nothing touches more closely to the very heart of God than disciplining children.
Oh you say loving kids is easy, ministering to them “a piece of cake”……uhm……

She enter the room, really not much bigger than a minute, small child, but you were immediately taken by her appearance, hair matted and unkempt, face with what appeared to be chapped redness, on closer look it was dirty, her clothes were wrinkled and unclean looking.  Her little hands had what seemed to be permanent dirt in the creases.  In addition to the appearance side of this little gal she was very needy emotionally, week after week she would come in and attach herself to me, I would pack her on my hip while I attempted to work with the adults and the other children.  Each week there would be an attempt to put her down and to ask her to please help by sitting quietly on the floor or in chairs with the other children, which would instigate a very large fit!   Could we love her, would we be able to reach into her very being and bring Jesus?   Was she just not ready to be with us?  Some of the other coaches had a difficult time with her they confessed it was hard to want to love her, hard to get up close to her and certainly it was hard to hold her.  As we brought this little one before the throne, it was amazing to watch, and a true example of the comments at the beginning of this story.

It has now been about 2.5 years since that first day!  Oh I wish I could show you a picture of this precious one.  God’s kids.  She recently went through the “Accepting Jesus as your Boss” class with me, she prayed the prayer, although I am convinced Jesus was there all the time.  Now she will do the “Baptism Book” with me and we will Baptize this precious little one on February  2nd, 2008.
God help us to not be so ready to discard the redeeming power of the LOVE of God.  He has given to us all that heaven had to offer, the brightest and the best for the sake of ALL of us his kids.  Soften our hearts father and help us to look beyond the outside appearance and see what is at the heart and core of all individuals, big and small.   The love of God demands no less.

